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Reasons for Allowance 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art 
references submitted with the May 26, 2004 Information Disclosure Statement do not 
show or suggest the present method of controlling a rice cooking operation in a 
microwave oven as claimed in claim 1 . The present method includes the steps of 
setting up at least one rice cooking operation in the microwave oven based upon the 
amount of rice and water mixture; heating the rice and the water in a cooking chamber 
using a magnetron; computing the amount of the rice and the water by measuring a 
vapor concentration within the cooking chamber; and cooking the rice according to a 
cooking operation corresponding to the computed amount of rice and water. The prior 
art also does not show or suggest the present microwave oven as claimed in claim 7. 
The present microwave oven comprises a control panel through which a user can select 
at least one rice cooking operation, a magnetron to heat a mixture including rice and 
water with high frequency electromagnetic waves, a gas sensor to sense a vapor 
concentration generated from the mixture, a memory to store at least one rice cooking 
operation corresponding to an amount of the mixture of rice and water, and a controller 
to drive the magnetron to heat the mixture, to compute the amount of the mixture 
depending upon the sensed vapor concentration detected by the gas sensor, and to 
read one of the at least one rice cooking operations corresponding to the amount of the 
mixture which are stored in the memory in order to control the magnetron. 
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